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have the same obligation upon you, but I hope you have not the same occasion.
Sist. I know not what you mean by obligation; I have no obligation at all upon me, as I know of.
Eld. Sist. Why do you say so, sister ? I mean the obligation which is upon us all from the charge my mother gave us upon her death-bed, about our marrying religious husbands.
Sist. I look upon what my mother said to be good counsel, which we should give its due weight to; but I do not take it to be a command that binds me absolutely in duty to my mother's words : duty certainly ends, when death separates.
Eld. Sist. I know not whether it does or no, sister.
Sist. I think you are too superstitious that way, sister.
Eld. Sist. Well, but suppose it to be but as advice, yet it has a double force with it: first, as it came from a tender, dear, and most affectionate mother, who not only most passionately loved us, but had an excellent judgment to direct her to give us the best counsel: and, secondly, as our own judgment and conscience must testify with her, that what she enjoined us to observe, is the most reasonable and necessary thing for us to do, that can be imagined for our own advantage, and as well for our happiness here as hereafter.
Sist. You lay a greater stress upon it than I do, I confess : if my mother had been alive indeed, I should have thought myself obliged to be guided by her directions, and her injunctions would have been positive commands ; but then she would have been able to judge of particular circumstances, and would have given her advice accordingly.
Eld. Sist.  But her advice to us was therefore
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